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subjects, and thus raising an effectual barrier to the system
of continual and indefinite expansion of the frontiers to-
wards the interior'; and the words of wisdom of Sir
George Grey fell on deaf ears. The case for some kind of
federation was on its merits strong enough. The revenues
derived from duties levied at Cape Town and the other
Cape Colony ports were taken by Cape Colony for its sole
exclusive use; while the inland States paid the additional
cost on their goods, occasioned by these duties. Again,
only by a federal union could the South African Colonies
become so strong and so united in policy and action as to
make impossible the danger of a native rising. Not only
would the power and prestige of the white races be so
increased by a federal union as to make the native more
chary in venturing on war; but also the individual Colonies
or States would become more cautious in entering upon
proceedings which might result in war, when such war
would need the sanction of a federal authority.
Under the policy of separation South Africa had become
a land of small States, wherein petty and parochial issues
filled men's minds; but federation would open out a wider
horizon, along which would appear wider questions and
more general interests. If Great Britain should grow
weary of her burden in South Africa, federation afforded
the only means by which a strong government could be
erected, able to succeed to her responsibilities and to avert
from the rival Provinces confusion and anarchy. By
federation great individual freedom might be left to each
component part, whilst for certain purposes they were
united under British rule.
It is obvious that if such a federation could have been
established in 1857 the whole future of South Africa would
have run a different course. Mr. F. W. Reitz, the Trans-
vaal Secretary of State at the time of the war, wrote to
Sir George Grey in 1893: «Had British Ministers in time
past been wise enough to follow your advice, there would

